Talking Points for Mercy Memorial Day Lobbying 2007
Please introduce yourself to your Member of Congress and remember to use personal stories or examples in your conversation with her/him. 

                        
Critical points to make:  

· The Sisters of Mercy ask you to vote for Comprehensive Immigration Reform and to pass a bill that President Bush can sign into law this year. 
· I ask you to support an immigration reform bill that includes:




* a legalization program which includes family unity and a path to citizenship;




* a new worker program with worker protections and a path to citizenship; 

* the preservation of family reunification as a cornerstone of our immigration system and the 

elimination of family backlogs and waiting times.

* opportunities for students to continue their education after high school; and

* a restoration of judicial review in deportation cases. 

· The Sisters of Mercy will not support any reform bill that sacrifices family unity and reunification and solely secures a pool of temporary workers for U.S. business.  

· No immigration legislation will be complete without addressing the root causes of migration (poverty, trade agreements, wage differentials, environmental degradation, political conflict, and violence).
· I urge you to work for a bi-partisan immigration bill that reflects our nation’s need for workers and the realities of families migrating for economic and physical survival. 

· Thank you for your time today; I will be in touch with you as the debate unfolds this summer. 
Secondary points to make if time allows:

· The Gospel and our commitment to a merciful way of life demand that we meet, by direct service and systemic change, the needs of those who suffer.  For that reason, we are working with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and others for a comprehensive overhaul that creates a humane and workable immigration system.  
· Mercy’s history of serving immigrant populations and meeting the urgent needs of the time lead us to focus on immigration. Our life and work with immigrant persons and in immigrant communities reveals daily the effects of broken immigration policy. 
· This is a critical moment in our nation’s history; as a nation of immigrants we must not close our doors, violating the heritage and foundation of our country, and isolating ourselves from the global reality.  
· Each person has inherent dignity because we are all creations of God.
WHO are the Sisters of Mercy?  

· The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas are a Catholic, international community of women religious vowed to serve the poor, sick and uneducated.  Our 4,515 sisters serve in forty-eight states and partner in ministry with more than 2,800 associates, several Companions in Mercy, over 600 Mercy Volunteer Corps alumni and hundreds of co-workers in Mercy-sponsored programs and institutions.

· The Sisters of Mercy founded and continue to sponsor and co-sponsor significant educational, healthcare, and housing institutions throughout the United States. We have 60 primary and secondary education schools serving 25,000 students and employing 5,000 educators. We also sponsor 16 colleges and universities, educate 46,000 students and have 145,000 alumni. Sisters of Mercy sponsor more than one-hundred hospitals that serve and employ thousands of people. Mercy Housing, Inc. is one of the top five non-profit affordable housing corporations in the nation and has created $1.3 billion in affordable housing – developed 18,500 homes and apartments, employs 1,200 people and serves 55,000 people. 

