Background for Memorial Day Recess Lobbying
History:  The Sisters of Mercy came to the United States as an immigrant community to serve the immigrant poor.  Sisters of Mercy continue this ministry today, and advocate for just and humane treatment of immigrants who must leave their countries because of poverty, violence, and persecution.

Recent steps taken by the Sisters of Mercy toward this advocacy are:

· Public Statement on Immigration at the 2005 Institute Chapter

· ILC Press Conference at U.S. Capitol, May 2006

· Core membership in USCCB Justice for Immigrants Campaign
and DC Inter-faith Immigration Coalition
· Institute Gathering on Immigration, September 2006

· Institute Justice Conference, January 2007

· ILT/IJT lobbying in Washington, DC, Spring 2007

· STRIVE press conference on Capitol Hill, April 2007

· Memorial Day Recess Lobbying, May 2007

· Press statements on immigration legislation

· Protests, letters, calls against ICE raids, Spring 2007
Immigration Legislation:  President Bush has made immigration reform a priority, and Congress has proposed several bills.  Among the outstanding bills:

2005-2006:

· Sensenbrenner/King bill:  An enforcement-only bill that provided punitive and extreme measures, and was strongly anti-immigrant.  It passed in the House. Mercy strongly opposed.
· McCain-Kennedy bill:  A more humane bill, but complicated by a three-tier system of eligibility for citizenship. Mercy supported.
· Secure Fence Act of 2006:  Authorized a 700-mile fence along the U.S.-Mexico border.  It passed in both houses. Mercy opposed.
· Conference Committee.  Congress attempted to reconcile the bills from both houses, but nothing happened. 
2007:

H.R. 1645—STRIVE Act:  The best legislation yet, it includes earned path to legalization, family reunification, worker protections and looking at root causes.  Some of the enforcement clauses are too harsh.  We are hopeful those will be removed. Mercy supports with improvements.  

The Senate bill has not yet been introduced this year.  We hope it comes soon, that the Senate will pass it and both houses will reconcile their bills for the President to pass.  

